
 

Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting 
November 6, 2023  

MINUTES 

  

 Vice Chairman Victor Hunt called the meeting to order and led a moment of 
silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.  Vice Chairman Hunt expressed sympathy 

following the passing of Linette Crews, a dedicated employee of the Warren 
County Sheriff's Office for 24 years, and the passing of long-time District 

Attorney David Waters. 
1. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

1. Congressman Don Davis 
2. Representative Michael Wray 

Joyah Bullock of Congressman Don Davis's office presented a powerpoint highlighting 
accomplishments and current projects.  It was noted that Congressman Davis is one of the most 
bipartisan freshman in the House with an 85% bipartisan record on cosponsorship.  Some of the 
projects Congressman Davis is involved in are constituent outreach, Congressional education 
opportunities for youth, and Federal Grant assistance. 
 
Representative Michael Wray presented a check in the amount of $3,000,000 to Dr. DeMarrias of 
Vance Granville Community College for the facility in Soul City that will house the CDL Training and 
Heavy Equipment Training Program.  Representative Wray informed the Board money has been 
allocated to many local Fire Departments including $500,000 to Warrenton Rural Volunteer Fire 
Department, and $250,000 each to Macon Volunteer Fire Department, Norlina Volunteer Fire 
Department, and Ridgeway Volunteer Fire Department.  The Warren County Sheriff's Office was 
awarded $500,000 for radio equipment.  Representative Wray presented a check to the Warren County 
Board of Commissioners in the amount of $5,000,000 for water and sewer projects.   
2. ADOPT SUGGESTED AGENDA 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Pierce, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the addition of Item 4F, Consider Approval of Resolution of Memoriam for David Waters, was 
approved. 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Pierce, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Suggest Agenda with the addition of Item 4F was approved.  
3. CITIZEN COMMENTS - REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

1. Dr. Charmaine McKissick-Melton noted that on two occasions, Soul City has been referenced in 
the Warren Record as the Manson Community.  Dr. McKissick-Melton highlighted the 
importance of Soul City and asked that credit be given to Floyd McKissick for the work he did to 
establish Soul City. 

2. Former Congresswoman Eva Clayton addressed the Board to remind them of the marketing 
opportunities that exist in Soul City. 

3. Korita Steverson discussed the importance of providing support of local small businesses and 
entrepreneurs. 

4. Reinaldo Espinosa stated that he feels District Voting for Commissioners is crucial for Warren 
County.  Mr. Espinosa questioned why a new Senior Center can't be built now instead of 
waiting, stating that the Seniors deserve a new space.  He also asked why the County has had 
so many Finance Officers, and why they keep leaving.  Mr. Espinosa noted that there are real 
problems with the Warren County School System that need to be addressed.  Lastly, Mr. 



Espinosa stated that the County still only has one grocery store and stated that is a problem. 
5. Michael Naughton addressed what he considers illegal dog hunting in Warren County.  He 

stressed that people need to be taught the rules of hunting. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA  
A. Consider Approval of Minutes of the October 2, 2023 Regular Meeting and October 18, 2023 
Work Session 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Pierce, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the minutes of the October 2, 2023 Regular Meeting and October 18, 2023 Work Session were 
approved. 
B. Tax Collectors Report for September 2023 Presented for Board's Information in Accordance 
with NCGS 105-350 (John Preston, Tax Administrator) 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Pierce, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Tax Collectors Report for September 2023 was accepted as information in accordance with 
NCGS 105-350. 
C. Tax Release Requests (over & under $100) in Accordance with NCGS 105-381 "Taxpayer's 
Remedies" as Information Only (John Preston, Tax Administrator) 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Pierce, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Tax Release Requests (over & under $100) were accepted as information in accordance with 
NCGS 105-381. 
D. Consider Approval of Resolution Supporting Operation Green Light  
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Pierce, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Resolution Supporting Operation Green Light was approved. 

 
E. Consider Approval of Resolution Declaring November 2023 as Native American Heritage 
Month 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Pierce, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Resolution Declaring November 2023 as Native American Heritage Month was approved. 



 
F. Consider Approval of Resolution of Memoriam for David Waters 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Pierce, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Resolution in Memoriam for David Waters was approved. 

 
5. COUNTY MANAGER’S UPDATE – Vincent Jones  



A. Operational Updates 

1. County Manager Vincent Jones stated that a letter came in from a citizen complaining about the 
length of time it takes to get a septic permit.  Mr. Jones spoke with staff and they are not aware 
of an instance where it has taken 10 to 12 weeks to get a permit.  It was noted that, with the 
addition of more staff in Environmental Health, the turn-around time on septic permits is now 
two weeks.   

2. County Manager Jones stated that Occupancy Tax for Warren County has passed.   

B. Consider Approval of Resolution to Support for myFutureNC Attainment Goal for Warren 
County 

This item is a follow-up to information provided at the June 21, 2023 Board of Commissioners 
Work Session 

On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Pierce, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Resolution to Support myFutureNC Attainment Goal for Warren County was approved.   

 
C. Consider Approval of Resolution of Support Seeking Additional State Funding for the Kerr 
Lake Regional Water System Plant Expansion Project 
This item will be brought back before the Board at a later time. 
6. FINANCE OFFICE – Nikki Dickerson  
A. Consider Approval of Budget Amendment #2 

Budget Amendment #2 (see attached) to the FY 2024 Budget Ordinance is being presented 
for approval.  This amendment does the following: 
General Fund Balance for FY23 carry-over: 

1.    Appropriates $ 40,000 from Radios/Equipment to Upfit Vehicles purchased this FY but 
budgeted last FY. 
2.    Appropriates $ 7,098 from General Fund Balance to Animal Control for donations 
unspent last FY. 
3.    Appropriates $ 35,000 of General Funds to Board of Elections for roof repair budgeted 



last FY. 
4.    Appropriates $ 7,700 of General Funds to cover Camcor purchase for Library 
budgeted last FY and received this FY. 
5.    Appropriates $ 25,000 of General Funds to EDC for Capital Broadcasting Marketing 
second installment budgeted last FY and paid this FY. 
6.    Appropriates $ 50,000 of General Funds to cover WIFI Fiber from Spectrum budgeted 
last FY for Board of Elections and Parks and Recreation but completed this FY. 

 Revenue: 
7.    Appropriates $ 30,000 in the Animal Control budget for Margaret Petrie Grant funds 
received. 
8.    Appropriates $ 1,500 in the Library budget for NC Community Foundation Grant funds 
received. 

On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Pierce, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, Budget Amendment #2 to the FY24 Budget was approved.   

 
7. FOLLOW UP TO OCTOBER 18,2023 WORK SESSION  
A. Consider Approval of Amendment to the Board of Commissioners Rules of Procedure to 
Allow a Commissioner to Attend Meetings Virtually - County Attorney Shiekel Richardson 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Amendment to the Board of Commissioners Rules of Procedure to allow a Commissioner to 
attend meetings virtually was approved. 
B. Consider Approval of Tuition Reimbursement Policy - Sierra Thomas, Human Resources 
Manager 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Tuition Reimbursement Policy was approved. 
C. Consider Approval of Telework Policy Amendments - Sierra Thomas, Human Resources 
Manager 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Telework Policy amendments were approved. 



D. Consider Approval of Resolution Authorizing Warren County Opioid Settlement Spending 
Plan - Health Director Dr. Margaret Brake and County Manager Vincent Jones 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Resolution Authorizing Warren County Opioid Settlement Spending Plan was approved. 

 
E. Consider Approval of 2024 Meeting and Holiday Schedules - Paula Pulley, Clerk to the Board 

1. 2024 Board of Commissioners Meeting Schedule 
2. 2024 Holiday Schedule 

On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the 2024 Board of Commissioners Meeting Schedule and 2024 Holiday Schedule were approved. 



 
8. ACTION ITEMS  
A. Consider Approval of Home Care Community Block Grant: County Funding Plan - Bonnie Fitz, 
Parks and Recreation Director 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Home Care Community Block Grant Funding Plan was approved. 
B. Consider Approval of Revisions to Family Medical Leave Act Policy - Sierra Thomas, Human 
Resources Manager 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, revisions to Family Medical Leave Act Policy were approved. 
C. Consider Approval of Resolution Declaring Surplus Property and Authorizing Disposal by 
Online Auction - Paula Pulley, Clerk to the Board 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Resolution Declaring Surplus Property and Authorizing Disposal by Online Auction was 
approved. 



 
9. BOARD/COMMITTEE/COMMISSIONS APPOINTMENTS AND RE-APPOINTMENTS  
A. Consider Re-Appointment of April Williams to the Social Services Board of Directors for a 
Second Three-Year Term Beginning October 1, 2023 and Ending September 30, 2026 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the re-appointment of April Williams to the Social Services Board of Directors for a second three-
year term beginning October 1, 2023 and ending September 30, 2026 was approved. 
10. BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ UPDATES 
Commissioner Powell noted that Warren County Middle School will play in a championship game on 
Thursday, November 9, 2023 
Commissioner Pierce stated that the Vance Granville Community College Board of Trustees will meet 
on November 20, 2023 at the Warren Campus.  The Board of Commissioners are invited to attend. 
Commissioner Davis stated that the situation with LME/MCOs is an ongoing issue with how behavioral 
health services will be delivered. 
11. CLOSED SESSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH NCGS 143-318(a)(3) FOR ATTORNEY-CLIENT 
PRIVILEGE, NCGS 143-318.11(a)(4), INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS LOCATION OR EXPANSION, 
NCGS 143-318.11(a)(5) FOR PROPERTY ACQUISITION, AND NCGS 143-318.11(a)(5) FOR 
PERSONNEL 
On motion of Commissioner Davis, seconded  by Commissioner Powell, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Board entered Closed Session in accordance with NCGS 143-318(a)(3) for Attorney-Client 
Privelege, NCGS 143-318.11(a)(4) for Industry and Business Location and Expansion, NCGS 143-
318.11(a)(5) for Property Acquisition, and NCGS 143-318.11(a)(5) for Personnel. 
On motion of Commissioner Pierce, seconded by Commissioner Davis, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, the Board returned to Open Session. 
On motion of Commissioner Pierce, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, Item 11A, Consider Approval of Hiring David Wise as Planning/Zoning Director at an Annual 
Salary of $77,000 Effective November 16, 2023 was approved.  
A. Consider Approval of Hiring David Wise as Planning/Zoning Director at an Annual Salary of 
$77,000 Effective November 16, 2023 
On motion of Commissioner Pierce, seconded by Commissioner Powell, and duly carried by unanimous 
vote, David Wise was hired as Planning/Zoning Director with an annual salary of $77,000 effective 
November 16, 2023. 
12. ADJOURN November 6, 2023 BOARD MEETING 
With no further business to discuss, the November 6, 2023 Warren County Board of Commissioners 



meeting was adjourned.  
 

___________________________ 
Paula Pulley, Clerk to the Board  

 


